
FOLLOW THE WV-CODE 
   From Chapter 8A-3-4         to   
      (Plan )   Chapter 8A-7-4         to   
          (Zoning)            Chapter 7-20-6  
                 (Local Powers) 
A checklist to use as you follow the WV Code 
 __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Who is working on the wording of a zoning ordinance??   
     When will each part be ready to move forward??   
   

Chapter 8A-Article 7. ZONING ORDINANCE. 
§8A-7-1. Authority for zoning ordinance. 
(a) The governing body of a municipality or a county may regulate land use within its 
jurisdiction by: 
(1) Adopting a comprehensive plan; >>>>DONE & UPDATED!! 
(2) Working with the planning commission and the public to develop a zoning ordinance; >>>>TO DO!! 
(3) Enacting a zoning ordinance.  >>>>TO DO!! 
- - - - - -  
§8A-7-4. Study and report on zoning.   
(a) AFTER adoption of a comprehensive plan and BEFORE enacting a zoning ordinance,  
a governing body with the applicable planning commission must study the land within its jurisdiction.  
The study may include: 
 (1) Evaluating the existing conditions, the character of the buildings, the most desirable use 
  for the land and the conservation of property values .......  
 (2) Holding public hearings and meetings with notice to receive public input. 
 
(b) The planning commission must use the information from the study and the comprehensive 
plan and prepare a report on zoning. The report shall include the proposed zoning ordinance, with 
explanatory maps showing the recommended boundaries of each district, and the rules, regulations and 
restrictions for each district. 
 
(c) No zoning ordinance may be enacted without a study and report.    


